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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it 
MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 

Mr. Yeung on 08/18/2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently amended) A computer implemented method for protecting a 

sequence of computer instructions comprising: 

preparing first obscuring instructions having associated identification codes; 
serializing the sequence of computer instructions; transforming a first set of the 
obscuring instruction identification codes associated with some or all of the first 
obscuring instructions to generate a second set of obscuring instruction 
identification codes; 

generating second obscuring instructions using the second set of obscuring 
instruction identification codes; and 

injecting the second obscuring instructions into the serialized sequence of 
computer instructions. 
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Claim 10 (Currently amended) A computer implemented method for protecting a 
data file comprising: 

preparing first obscuring data; 

injecting second obscuring data into a plurality of locations in the data file using 
an automated process and the first obscuring data, to organize the data of the 
data file into a plurality of obscured data blocks, with each of the obscured data 
block having a portion of the data and one or more obscuring data; and 
successively and recursively encrypting the obscured data blocks into a plurality 
of encrypted obscured data blocks that are successively nested, using a plurality 
of encrypted keys, with at least the second inner most nested encrypted 
obscured data block including the inner most nested encrypted obscured data 
block, an encryption key used in the generation of the inner most nested 
encrypted obscured data block, and a portion of the data. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35,U.S.Code not included in this section can be 
found in the prior office action. 

3. The prior office actions are incorporated herein by reference. In particular, the 
observations with respect to claim language, and response to previously 
presented arguments. 

4. Claims 3, 14-16, 18 and 19 have been cancelled. 

5. Claim 20 has been amended. 

6. New claims 28-30 have been added. 
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7. Claims 1, 2, 4-13, 17 and 20-30, now re-numbered, as claims 1-24 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 08/1 1/2005 have been fully considered and they are 
persuasive. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 1, 2, 4-13, 17 and 20-30 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

10. Any comments considered necessary by the applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submission should be clearly labeled 
"comments on statement of reasons for allowance." 



1 1 .Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kambiz Zand whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-381 1. The examiner can normally reached on Monday-Thursday (8:00-5:00) 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on (571) 272-3799. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned as 
(571) 273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be 
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obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR 
or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 




Kambiz Zand 



08/17/2005 



